Article #1
“May 2008 is Safe Digging Month”

Building a deck? Planting a tree? Installing a mailbox? 
This month is dedicated to increasing awareness of safe digging practices across the country and to celebrate the one-year anniversary of 811, the national “Call Before You Dig” number.
This new, federally-mandated national number, was created to help protect you from unintentionally hitting underground utility lines while working on digging projects.

One easy phone call to starts the process to get your underground utility lines marked for free. When you call 811 from anywhere in the country, your call will be routed to your local One Call Center. Local One Call Center operators will ask you for the location of your digging job and route your call to affected utility companies. Your utility companies will then send a professional locator to your location to mark your lines within a few days.

Always call 811 before starting any digging project!

Article #2

“Native Flowers, Shrubs & Vines of Texas”
· Blue Salvia

· Lantana

· TX Bluebell

· Black-Eyed Susan

· Coneflower

· Coreopsis

· Bluebonnet

· Wax Myrtle
· Butterfly Bush

· TX Sage

· Mountain Laurel

· Passion Vine

· Coral Honeysuckle

· Carolina Jessamine

Article #3

What’s up with N-P-K?
There’s no need to take a college chemistry course to understand the basics of N-P-K.  These are the 3 primary elements for plant nutrition.  N = Nitrogen, produces green color and foliage growth, however, too much nitrogen can burn plants and make the overall plant structure weak.  P = Phosphorus, helps in root & bloom development.  This nutrient also aids the movement and storage of energy in a plant.  K = Potassium (Potash), is key in overall plant health and maintains the balance between leaf and root growth.  There is no need to purchase expensive synthetic fertilizers, because organic composts and composted manure are excellent sources of all nutrients plants need to grow, including NPK. 

Article #4

~ The May Landscape Tip ~

“Put a $0.50 plant in a $5 hole.  Plants will suffer in a small hole.  When planting trees, shrubs, and perennials the hole should be at least twice as wide and only as deep as the root ball.  Mix a generous portion of compost along with native soil back in to the hole and your plants will flourish!”

